Year 7 Progress &
Achievement Evening

Purpose of this evening
• What you can do to support your child
• What you can expect from us
• Useful information to support your child

What can you do?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sleep
Use of mobile phones
Breakfast
Equipment
Food
Water
Space
Contact us about issues
Attendance & Punctuality
Help them with organisation

English

7

Autumn Term

Spring Term

Harris Burdick

A Christmas
Carol
Abridged
version

Assessed
pieces:
Story
comprehension
+ homework

Assessed pieces:
Scrooge
Monologue
comprehension
+ homework

Homework:
Creative
writing

Homework:
Homework:
Victorian Project Non –fiction
reading
comprehension
Spellings
Spellings
AR reading
AR reading

Spellings
AR reading

Persuasive Writing
and Media

Assessed pieces:
Speaking and
Listening
presentation
comprehension
+ homework

Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas

Summer Term
Poetry

Shakespeare
Shorts
Context
Romeo and Juliet
Midsummer
Night’s Dreams

Assessed pieces:
Extract analysis
comprehension
+ homework

Assessed Pieces:
Write a poem
Poem analysis
+ homework

Assessed pieces
Writing to advise
(Romeo and
Juliet or MSND)
comprehension
+ homework

Homework:
Chapter
comprehensions
pack
Spellings
AR reading

Homework:
Poetry pack

Homework:
Elizabethan life
project

Spellings
AR reading

Spellings
AR reading

Skills and Marking KS3
Assessment and Progress
DEVELOPING

APPLYING

MASTERING

+

Target Grade

ACQUIRING

1

2

3

4

+

Communicatio
n & Technical
accuracy
A06

Analyse language
form and structure
A02

Read,
understand
and respond
AO1

READING
Can make points based on explicit information
Can make points based on implicit information
Supports points with relevant quotations
Writes detailed explanations
Can use subject terminology
Can identify a range of linguistic devices
Can explain the effect of linguistic devices
Can explore the connotations of vocabulary
Can comment on structural features
Uses paragraphs to organise writing
Uses connectives to link paragraphs
Uses discourse markers to develop analysis
Technical accuracy

Content and
Organisation AO5

WRITING

Technical
Accuracy AO6

At Townsend we use a marking
system called ADAM.
This allows us to assess if a
student is: acquiring, developing,
applying or mastering a specific
skill. The ‘skills’ are those that
students will need in order to do
well in their G.C.S.E. s

Skill Descriptors
Year 7

Crafts the style and tone of the task using some appropriate conventions
Writing is controlled and clear
Vocabulary is varied and interesting
Range of linguistic devices used
Logical paragraphing using a range of connectives and discourse markers
Logical development of plot/sequencing in narrative or descriptive writing
Sentence structures used for purpose and effect: simple compound and
some complex
Range of punctuation used accurately: comma, apostrophe, semi colon
Accurate spelling of simple, complex and some irregular words
Control of tense and agreement

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Expresses ideas, information, feelings clearly and effectively
Organises and structures presentations
Matches purpose and audience
Listens attentively and asks appropriate questions
Uses persuasive, linguistic techniques effectively

ATTITUDE TO LEARNING
Targets
Autumn Term
1.....................................................................................................................
2.....................................................................................................................
3.....................................................................................................................
Targets
Spring Term
1.....................................................................................................................
2.....................................................................................................................
3.....................................................................................................................
Targets
Summer Term
1.....................................................................................................................
2.....................................................................................................................
3.....................................................................................................................

DEVELOPING

APPLYING

MASTERING

+

Skill Descriptors Target Grade
Year 7

ACQUIRING

1

2

3

4

+

Read,
understand
and respond
AO1

READING

Communicatio
n & Technical
accuracy
A06

Analyse language
form and structure
A02

We track the development of the 3
key skills sets through classwork,
homework and assessments .

Can make points based on explicit information
Can make points based on implicit information
Supports points with relevant quotations
Writes detailed explanations
Can use subject terminology
Can identify a range of linguistic devices
Can explain the effect of linguistic devices
Can explore the connotations of vocabulary
Can comment on structural features
Uses paragraphs to organise writing
Uses connectives to link paragraphs
Uses discourse markers to develop analysis
Technical accuracy

The skills assessed reflect those
assessed at G.C.S.E.

Technical
Accuracy AO6

After each assessment students can
see which skills they have progressed
in and this helps the teacher identify
both strengths and areas for
improvement.

Content and
Organisation AO5

WRITING
Crafts the style and tone of the task using some appropriate conventions
Writing is controlled and clear
Vocabulary is varied and interesting
Range of linguistic devices used
Logical paragraphing using a range of connectives and discourse markers
Logical development of plot/sequencing in narrative or descriptive writing
Sentence structures used for purpose and effect: simple compound and
some complex
Range of punctuation used accurately: comma, apostrophe, semi colon
Accurate spelling of simple, complex and some irregular words
Control of tense and agreement

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Expresses ideas, information, feelings clearly and effectively
Organises and structures presentations
Matches purpose and audience
Listens attentively and asks appropriate questions
Uses persuasive, linguistic techniques effectively

ATTITUDE TO LEARNING
Targets
Autumn Term
1.....................................................................................................................
2.....................................................................................................................
3.....................................................................................................................
Targets
Spring Term
1.....................................................................................................................
2.....................................................................................................................
3.....................................................................................................................
Targets
Summer Term
1.....................................................................................................................
2.....................................................................................................................
3.....................................................................................................................

Reading
• It is essential that students continue to develop
their reading.
• This is an area of your child’s progress that you
can have a huge impact on.
• While many students read ‘fluently’ this does not
mean they fully ‘understand’ what they have
read.
• Being able to ‘read’ a sentence fluently is not the
same as being able to explore the tone, style and
connotation of the words they are reading.

A national study carried out in 2012
found…
“Researchers warned that many pupils aged 14 to 16
were lagging at least five years behind amid concerns
over a lack of time spent practicing how to read.
The report warned that children’s reading skills were so
poor at the end of secondary education that large
numbers of pupils struggled to properly access GCSE
exam papers.
The conclusions follow research published earlier this
year that found young people were increasingly shunning
texts in favour of other activities such as television and
games consoles.

The report went on to say…
“James Bell, director of professional services at
Renaissance Learning, which published the
report, said: “A musician or sportsman will do
about 10,000 hours worth of practice to get
really good at their chosen profession, yet we
don’t devote anything like the time required to
improve reading skills.”
G.C.S.E. exam texts are aimed at a reading age of 15 years and 8 months – the average
age of student taking their G.C.S.E exams. If a students reading age falls below their
chronological age then they go into their exams with an obvious disadvantage. If they
can’t understand what they are reading they will not be able to analyse it.

How Can You Help?
Make sure your son or daughter is doing their reading homework. We
recommend at least 30 minutes per day. Listen to them read when you can
but more importantly question them on what they have read. Take an interest
in their reading.







Why do you think the character did that?
How do you think he feels when that happens?
How would you describe the tone of this chapter?
Which word suggests…?
What other word means the same as…?
What do you think might happen next?

It is their ability to explore, analyse and assess a text that is important not the
‘fluency’ of their reading – no one ‘listens’ to them read in an exam!

Maths

C P A
+

+

5

five

Setting and Assessment
• Initially set according to KS2 data
• STAR Assessment
• Sets will then change as a result of both sets of
data
• STAR Assessments will take place half termly
• Topic Assessments will take place each term after
each topic, and longer end of term tests will also
take place.
• The sets are fluid and will change throughout the
year dependent on attainment.

How can you help?
• Project a positive mindset to Maths (even if
you don’t have one!)
• Use MyMaths to support your childs learning
• Check that they are fully equipped for learning
• Calculators

Class Expectations
‘’RESPECT FOR ALL’’

• Be prepared for learning
• Give 100% effort
• Be respectful of everyone in the classroom

Home Learning
• Some projects
• Some subjects set on a weekly basis
• Use Show My Home Work (SMHW) (Log-ins!)

Assessment
• ‘ADAM’ system where by subjects use their
own specific criteria.
• Acquiring Skills
• Developing Skills
• Applying knowledge
• Mastering skills & concepts
• Feedback – Verbal & Written (Marking)

Assessment
• 2 Data Capture Points per Year, Parent
Consultation Evening & written
reports.
• Class teacher should contact you in
advance if they feel that your child is
not making progress, and they may
also contact you if they are doing
well!

Rewards
•
•
•
•
•
•

House Points (Contribute to House Cup)
Post Cards Home
Positive Phone calls
Student of the month
Attendance Rewards (Excellent & improved)
Prizes

Social Media

• (Netaware & Think you know – 2
useful websites)
• Monitor your childs phone
• Talk to them about usage/potential
issues
• Follow accounts/groups
• Privacy settings
• Parental controls
• Establish rules (Bedtimes!!)
• Spot checks
• School Policy on phones in school

Anything else?

