
Higher 
Education 
Application: Get 
The Big Picture 
Early in Year 12



University Application 
Process: The route ahead

ɸApplication process starts in earnest in July of Year 12 but start thinking and planning
earlier than this

ɸYou apply online for up to 5 universities through UCAS by 15 January except for some
art courses (usually 24 March)

ɸFor Medicine, Vet Science or Dentistry you only apply to 4 universities (plus one other
course) with a 15 October deadline

ɸOxford and Cambridge have a 15 October deadline . Apply to one or other not both

ÅIMPORTANT: apply early in September/ October period



You will applying online 
through UCAS 

(Universities and 
Colleges Admissions 

Service) 
in Cheltenham



Get the competitive advantage

Gaining a place at university or college has 
three stages:

ÅResearch stage Start now!!

ÅThe UCAS application from September of 
Year 13    

ÅConsideration of your application by 
Higher Education Institutions



Why get the big picture now?

Å Know where you are going with UCAS

Å Things you need to start thinking about and 
doing and keep on the back burner

Å Get a head start

Å Get a competitive edge



ƣŔɪİŌƯȊśɪİƘƘɲ

ÅKeep your options open .  Final decisions in 
early Year 13

ÅCourses available to suit wide range of A 
level grades from competitive AAA* (in a 
few cases AA*A*) to two year foundation 
degrees with lower offers (passes at A level)

ÅBut look at the alternatives to higher 
education as well



Uni vs 
Apprenticeship

https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/next-steps-1-considering-an-

apprenticeship

https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/next-steps-1-considering-an-apprenticeship


Considering 
university

https://www.netsixthform.co.uk/resources/view/next-steps-4-considering-university



How much 
does it 
cost?



BƯƣʒǪɪŌśƘƀśȊśɪǪŻśɪơȑǪŻǞɪ
İŌƯǲǪɪkƀŴŻśǖɪLŔǲōİǪƀƯƣɪųƀƣİƣōśɲ
ÅNo upfront fees!  

ÅFees are up to ʼȵɯȮȱȬin England. Full details for UK including loans at: 
https://www.ucas.com/finance/undergraduate -tuition -fees-and -student -loan

ÅIt is estimated that at least 30 -ȰȬ˚ɪƯųɪǞǪǲŔśƣǪǞɪȋƯƣʒǪɪǓİȑɪŌİōƕɪǪŻśɪųǲƘƘɪİơƯǲƣǪɪ
ŌśōİǲǞśɪǪŻśƀǖɪƀƣōƯơśɪȋƯƣʒǪɪŌśɪŻƀŴŻɪśƣƯǲŴŻ

ÅDebt wiped after 30 years

ÅPlenty of bursaries to support students on lower incomes

https://www.ucas.com/finance/undergraduate-tuition-fees-and-student-loan


And we have resources to help!

Here is a very reassuring 
video from money saving 
śȐǓśǖǪɪ°İǖǪƀƣɪ¦śȋƀǞɲ

http://www.moneysavingexpert.
com/students/student -loans-
guide

http://www.moneysavingexpert.com/students/student-loans-guide


Will Having a Degree Make a Difference 
to my Future Earnings?

Added lifetime earnings by degree compared to 2 or more A levels

Source: Aaron Porter



The UCAS Application Form and the 
UCAS Personal Statement



What does the 
UCAS 

Application 
Form look 
Ƙƀƕśɲɵ



íśōǪƀƯƣɪƯƣśɪƯųɪȑƯǲǖɪā; íɪİǓǓƘƀōİǪƀƯƣɪƀǞɪȑƯǲǖɪǓśǖǞƯƣİƘɪŔśǪİƀƘǞɲ
https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj -
A

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj-A


ɲǪŻƀǞɪǞśōǪƀƯƣɪōƯȊśǖǞɪİɪƘƯǪɪƯųɪ
information. There are many 

more pages which cover more 
ŔśǪİƀƘɲ

It is not only an opportunity 
for you to disclose all personal 
information, but also to stand 

out against your peers by 
showcasing how you have 

gone the extra mile with your 
activities!

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj -
A

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj-A


In this next section you can 
disclose your financial 

preferences and apply to 
ǞǪǲŔśƣǪɪųƀƣİƣōśɲ

ɲǪƯɪƘśİǖƣɪơƯǖśɪİŌƯǲǪɪǞǪǲŔśƣǪɪ
finance click here.

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj -
A

https://www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/student-finance-guidance-parents-and-partners
https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj-A


Here is the important part! 
Where do you want to go?

In this section disclose the 
courses and Universities you 

İǖśɪİǓǓƘȑƀƣŴɪǪƯɲ

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj -
A

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj-A


Then, disclose your academic and employment history
https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj -
A

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj-A


https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj -
A

Finally, it is time for your personal statement and one page reference!

https://www.ucas.com/file/233736/download?token=M4sOkj-A


What is the UCAS Personal Statement 
and why is it important?
The Personal Statement is a very important part of your university application, around 
an A4 side in length, which gives you an opportunity:

ÅTo tell the universities and colleges why they should choose you

ÅTo tell universities and colleges about your suitability for the course(s) that you hope 
to study. 

ÅTo demonstrate your enthusiasm and commitment , and above all, ensure that you 
stand out from the crowd



When writing your Personal Statement in 
Year 13 you will need convincing 
answers to these questions:
ÅWhy are you applying for your chosen course(s)?

ÅWhy does this subject interest you? Include evidence that you understand what's 
required to study the course

ÅĚŻȑɪŔƯɪȑƯǲɪǪŻƀƣƕɪȑƯǲʒǖśɪǞǲƀǪİŌƘśɪųƯǖɪǪŻśɪōƯǲǖǞśʇǞʈɵɪBƯɪȑƯǲɪŻİȊśɪİƣȑɪǓİǖǪƀōǲƘİǖɪǞƕƀƘƘǞɪ
and experience that will help you to succeed on the course(s)?

ÅDo your current or previous studies relate to the course(s) that you have chosen, if so 
how?



New style personal statements are likely 
to want to know answers to:
ɸMotivation for Course ʁWhy do you want to study these courses? 
ÅPreparedness for Course ʁHow has your learning so far helped you to be ready to 

succeed on these courses? 
ÅPreparation through other experiences ʁWhat else have you done to help you 

prepare, and why are these experiences useful? 
ÅExtenuating circumstances ʁIs there anything that the universities and colleges 

need to know about, to help put your achievements and experiences so far into 
context
ÅPreparedness for study ʁWhat have you done to prepare yourself for student life?
ÅPreferred Learning Styles ʁWhich learning and assessment styles best suit you ʁ

how do your courses choices match that?



Stand out from the crowd!
ÅHave you taken part in any other activities that 

demonstrate your interest in the course(s)?

ÅAre there any others skills you have that will help 
you on the course, or with life at university. 
Examples can be found at: 
www.ucas.com/personalstatementskills     

ÅAre there any other achievements you are proud 
of, positions of responsibility that you hold or 
have held both in and  out of school, and qualities 
that make you interesting, special or unique.



Do I need to prepare for University 
interviews?
ɸMost university courses do not interview so your only chance to impress selectors is in 

the Personal Statement 

ÅEven some highly selective universities do not interview e.g. LSE and Durham (except 
for Medicine and Education)

ÅIf you are interviewed you may be questioned about what you say in your Personal 
íǪİǪśơśƣǪɯɪȋŻƀōŻɪƀǞɪȋŻȑɪȑƯǲɪƣśśŔɪǪƯɪǓǖśǓİǖśɪųƯǖɪƀǪɪųǖƯơɪśİǖƘȑɪƯƣɲ



Plan for your 
Personal 

Statement from 
early on
in Year 12



How to prepare for your personal 
ǞǪİǪśơśƣǪɲ
ÅDevelop an awareness early in Year 12 about the requirements of the UCAS Personal 

Statement

ÅBegin to think which activities, work experience, wider reading you will need to get 
involved with so that you can write about them at the beginning of Year 13

ĠƯǲɪōİƣɪųƀƣŔɪŴǖśİǪɪŔƯʒǞɪİƣŔɪŔƯƣʒǪǞɪƯƣɪā; íʒɪȋśŌǞƀǪśɪŻśǖśɰɪ
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying -university/writing -personal -
statement/how -write -personal -statement#preparing -to -write -your -personal -statement

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/writing-personal-statement/how-write-personal-statement#preparing-to-write-your-personal-statement


5 key elements of a persuasive Personal 
Statement will be:
1. Most of your statement will need to address your suitability to study and the course

1. It should personal and original

1. You should not plagiarise

1. Be able to provide evidence and examples to back up claims you make about 
yourself

1. When you write about things you have done be able to show the skills you have 
gained  and what they demonstrate about your character and/or personality



How can I 
show 

commitment to 
my chosen 

subject?



úŻśɪcƀǖǞǪɪâǖƀƯǖƀǪȑɲ
Make sure you are on top of the subjects you are studying at A level (or equivalent) Without 
achieving the required grades you will not get a place at university.

You need to be:

ɸ Up to date with assignments

ɸ Cover the specification thoroughly

ɸ Clear about the assessment criteria for each subject

ɸ Have a good revision programme in place



The Second Priority
ɸ Enrich the A level subject you wish to study at university by engaging in 

activities to broaden and deepen your knowledge and to persuade 
university selectors of your commitment.  Universities call these super -
curricular activities.

ɸ If the subject you want to study is not one of your current courses,  
Engineering or Vet Science for example, the same applies.  

ɸ Engage in activities to show that you have made a substantial effort
to find out about the subject and that you have  a genuine 
commitment to it.



How can I 
prove my 

commitment to 
these priorities?



1. Be clear why the subject/course is      
important and worth studying

ɸ Think about what the subject has to offer.

ɸ It may help to bring economic and technological benefits to 
society.

ɸ It may help us to understand how humans behave.

ɸ It may simply be worth studying in its own right.



2.Read widely and keep up to date with 
new research
ɸ Textbooks quickly get out of date and have a narrow focus. Read more 

about topics you are studying and about other areas of the subject that 
interest you.

ɸ Get a breadth of understanding beyond what is in the specification.

ɸ Ask your teachers for suggested reading lists

ɸ Read subject magazines and journals to keep in touch with the latest 
developments. 



Top Tip:
The Oxford University 
Press (OUP) series of 
ŌƯƯƕǞɪʑVery Short 

Introductions ʒɪŴƀȊśɪ
an excellent 

background to the 
major academic 

subjects

Philip Allen Updates subject review 
magazines are worth subscribing to and 

will  keep you up to date with new research 
and ideas in your subject:



3.Involve yourself in serious talk and 
debate
ɸ Be enthusiastic about debating with  and expressing your 

ideas to other students. It is only in discussion and debate 
with others that we really clarify what we think.

ɸ Test your views against others.

ɸ Do not be defensive and get used to being relaxed about 
having your views challenged by others.



4.Use radio, television, newspapers and 
their websites productively
ɸ Use the media to keep in touch with issues and debates 

relevant to your subject: news, documentaries, arts 
programmes, reviews.

ɸ Radio and television programme and newspaper websites will 
have archives of programmes and articles which you can 
search for relevant material.  Radio 4, for examples has 
extensive archives of  broadcasts  relevant to a wide range of 
academic subjects.



5.Do not believe all that you are told: 
learn to be sceptical and to question
ɸ Constantly question views, theories and opinions that you are faced 

with.

ɸ Test every idea to destruction so that you can tell which ones really 
stand up. 

ɸ Understand that what we currently think is only the best knowledge 
we have at the time. 

ɸ BƯƣʒǪɪŌśɪǪƯƯɪśİǞƀƘȑɪǓśǖǞǲİŔśŔɮ



6.Use university course websites to find out 
whether you have  or need to develop the 
skills relevant to your chosen course

E.g.
ɸ Practical 
ɸ Problem solving 
ɸ Caring 
ɸ Enthusiastic
ɸ Teamwork 
ɸ Good communicator 
ɸ Using own initiative 

ɸ Work under pressure
ɸ Self motivation
ɸ Working to deadlines

E.g.
ɸ Organisation 
ɸ Leadership 
ɸ Self-expression 
ɸ Scientifically literate 
ɸ Artistic/creative 
ɸ Originality  

OR



7.Use the websites of your local universities to 
find out about enrichment activities they offer

ɸ Summer schools 

ɸ Taster days

ɸ Master classes

ɸ Public lectures

ɸ Workshops for school/college students

ɸ Open days from the second half of Year 12 on

ɸ Details of the latest research they are carrying out





Top Tip:
https://www.opendays.com / is a 
great resource for staying up to 
date on what Universities have 

upcoming open and taster days!

https://www.opendays.com/is
https://www.opendays.com/is


8.Do an Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ)
ɸ The EPQ offers the opportunity to 

study a topic in depth to AS level and 
produce a self -directed 5000 word 
dissertation.

ɸ Although the EPQ will not usually 
form part of a university offer for a 
place on a course, it gives you the 
opportunity to develop independent 
and advanced research skills and to 
extend your knowledge of a subject 
that interests you.

ɸ Choosing a topic related to a course you want to 
study will strengthen your application, give you 
something to talk about in your Personal Statement 
and at interview

ɸ You will be able to show how it has helped you to 
develop intellectually with examples

ɸ Show how it has helped you learn new study and 
research skills

ɸ Show how you think it has helped you prepare for 
university



Work 
Experience and 
Out of School 

Subject 
Enrichment 
Experience



ĚŻİǪɪƀǞɪȋƯǖƕɪśȐǓśǖƀśƣōśɲɵ

ÅThis depends on the subject you want to study. Some subjects like Medicine or Vet 
Science  require extensive work experience and it is expected for subjects such as 
Nursing, Teaching or Social Work. 

ÅFor other subjects you should try to gain relevant experiences in the world outside 
school such as theatre visits for English, industrial and business experience for 
subject such as Economics, Business Studies and Engineering, voluntary work for 
caring careers.

ÅWork experience will also enable you to test the water in terms of potential careers



Finding work experience

ʑíǓśİƕśǖǞɪųƯǖɪíōŻƯƯƘǞʒɪ
is a great starting point 
for most students



Work Experience: Medicine
By the time you send off your UCAS application in early 
October of Year 13 you will need to have completed 
extensive work experience

ÅStart in Year 12 

Å3-4 weeks or more BUT check specific requirements

ÅRange of different experiences in variety of settings eg hospital 
work, GP, in socially different areas 

ÅKeep a diary/journal of insights but not just descriptive

ÅEvidence of sustained voluntary commitment very important eg 
with old people



Work Experience: Veterinary Science
Check specific requirements:

ÅBristol and Royal Vet College 2 -6 weeks
ÅNottingham 6 weeks 
ÅLiverpool 10 weeks
ÅNot stipulated at Cambridge, Edinburgh or Glasgow but you will still need to 

do some

ɸ Extensive work experience is essential

ɸ Time spent  in a vet practice and  in another setting: stables or 
livery, kennels, farm work, animal rescue centre, abattoir

ɸ Work with small and large animals

ɸ Different types of practice eg equine or small animal

ɸ Keep a diary/journal of insights but not just descriptive



Work Experience: Teaching
It is essential that you have experience of working with and 
observing  children before you make your application.  You 
could:
ÅVisit a school

ÅCarry classroom observation in your own school or college

ÅSupport children in local primary schools

ÅWork with voluntary organisations involved with children

ÅAlso, discuss teaching with one of your teachers

ÅA minimum of  a week  doing these things but check 
requirements for each course.  Some will ask for more



Work Experience: Nursing
It is important to show evidence  in your personal statement and at interview that you are a genuinely 
caring person and that you are used to interacting with other people in different situations:

ÅSupporting younger students in your school or college

ÅVoluntary work

ÅWorking in a youth club

ÅHelping older people

ÅCharity work

ÅWorking with disabled communities

ÅIf possible, some work experience in the NHS



Work Experience: Psychology
Work experience is not always easy to organise because 
of confidentiality issues but you may be able to:

ÅTalk to and perhaps shadow an educational psychologist 
who works in your local authority
ÅTalk to a psychologist who works in a prison
ÅTalk to and perhaps observe a psychologist working in a 
ōŻƀƘŔǖśƣʒǞɪǲƣƀǪɪƀƣɪİɪŻƯǞǓƀǪİƘ
Å;ƯƣǪİōǪɪōŻƀƘŔǖśƣʒǞɪōŻİǖƀǪƀśǞɪȋŻƯɪơİȑɪśơǓƘƯȑɪǓǞȑōŻƯƘƯŴƀǞǪǞɪ
śŴɪ:İǖƣİǖŔƯʒǞɪƯǖɪ²íâ;;
ÅYou could also support special needs children in your own 

school/college on a regular basis
ÅThe BPS has a Directory of Chartered Psychologists on its 

website which will give you contact details



Work Experience: Creative Arts

ÅJoin your local orchestra or theatre group

ɸVolunteers at local exhibitions and art 
galleries

ɸEnsure you practice your art as a hobby, with 
originality, outside of your studies

ɸCreate a portfolio of your own work, whether 
that is music, theatre or art

ɸGet work experience in stage production or 
tech for a local or school theatre production 



Work Experience: Non-Vocational

ɸVisit sites of historical 
interest for History

ɸGo to the theatre and to 
literature festivals for 
English

ɸVisit different local 
environments for Geography

ɸVisit your local and 
accessible museums and 
galleries for specialist 
interests



Keep a work experience diary or journal

ÅRecord insights you gained

ÅRecord observations you made

ÅRecord questions that you asked

ÅRecord telling examples which illustrate key aspects of the 
placements e.g. ethical dilemmas in medicine

ÅYou can draw on all of this when you write your Personal 
Statement or when answering   university interview questions



Where Does It 
All Lead? 

Finding Out 
About Potential 
;İǖśśǖǞɲ



Prospects Graduate Careers Website

Å;Ƙƀōƕɪʑ;İǖśśǖǞɪİŔȊƀōśʒɪƘƀƣƕɪǪŻśƣɪōƘƀōƕɪʑWhat can I do with 
my degree? ʒɪƘƀƣƕɪȋŻƀōŻɪȋƀƘƘɪŴƀȊśɪȑƯǲɪƀƣųƯǖơİǪƀƯƣɪƯƣɰ
ÅSkills the degree will give you 
ÅJob options related to your degree 
ÅJobs for which your degree would be useful 
ÅLinks to each of the jobs for further details 
ÅCareer areas chosen by  those with your degree 
ÅWhere the jobs are 
ÅOther possibilities after your degree

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers -advice/what -can-i-
do-with -my-degree

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree


National Careers Service Website

ÅProvides information, advice and guidance to help make 
decisions on learning, training and work opportunities. 

ÅOffers confidential and impartial advice, supported by 
qualified careers advisers.

ÅFreely available for people living in England. Links to 
organisations offering targeted advice for people living 
in Scotland, Northern Ireland or Wales

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.
aspx

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/Pages/Home.aspx


National Careers Service Website

This service also provides help and support is provided to 
show how to:

ɸ Develop a CV 
ɸ Search and apply for jobs 
ɸ Understand the job market 
ɸ Search for courses and training schemes 
ɸ Find funding to support any learning
ɸ Identify key strengths and skills 
ɸ Explore career options 
ɸ Choose training routes to fit different  lifestyles
ɸ Develop an action plan to help achieve goals


