
Super-Curricular 
Guide: History



Understand that there are different kinds of 
History…
● History as the study of ‘great’ 

individuals
● History as ‘progress’
● History as a social science
● The Annales School
● Marxist History
● Anti-Marxist History
● Feminist History
● Post-Modernist History…
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What Does UCAS Say…?
Entry Requirements:
A levels – To get on to a degree in this subject area you will usually 
require a minimum of two A levels, with three A levels and A/B 
grades needed for the most popular courses. Entry requirements 
range from BCC to AAB, with the universities and colleges most 
commonly asking for ABB. 

While most universities require at least one humanities A level 
subject, only a few specify a particular subject i.e. history A level for 
a history degree. Archaeology can be both an arts and a science 
based subject. If you wish to take a science related archaeology 
degree you may need a science based A level.

In addition to A levels or equivalent qualifications, you will also need 
five GCSEs (A-C) including science, English, and maths.

Vocational courses – Other Level 3/Scottish Level 6 qualifications 
may be accepted may be accepted as an alternative.

https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/historical-and-philosophical-studies
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/videos?query=History


Read! Explore periods 
of history that 

are new to you!



Click!

https://www.myh
eplus.com/post-

16/subjects/histor
y

https://www.myheplus.com/post-16/subjects/history


Click!

● The Historical Association has a great deal of useful advice and 
resources including good material on how to develop historical skills at 
A level and beyond: 
http://www.history.org.uk/resources/student_resources_94.html

● This website also has a collection of podcasts: 
http://www.history.org.uk/podcasts/

● The Cambridge University website has a virtual classroom on it which 
will help you develop your history skills and is well worth looking at:  
http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom

● Oxford University  History off the Shelf website: 
http://hots.history.ox.ac.uk/

● The Schools History website has a wide range of resources and 
materials to support History students: http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/

● The BBC History website and history documentaries on iPlayer: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/

● The Reviews in History website which reviews recent books and other 
resources which have been published: 
http://www.history.ac.uk/reviews/

● The websites and web archives of any of the major museums such as 
the British Museum covering periods of history that interest you

http://www.history.org.uk/resources/student_resources_94.html
http://www.history.org.uk/podcasts/
http://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/prospective-undergrads/virtual-classroom
http://hots.history.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/
http://www.history.ac.uk/reviews/


Visit!
Check out local 
universities for 
public History 

lectures!



Watch! 



Listen!



Compete! 



Experience! 



Keep a Super-Curricular Activities Record for 
Personal Statement and Interviews
● What did you do?

● What was interesting, significant and relevant? 

● How was your perception or view of the subject matter changed? 

● What did you agree or disagree with and why? 

● What further questions were  raised? 

● What could you do to explore these questions further? 

● What skills or understanding were developed?
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