
Super-Curricular Guide: 
Pharmacy & Pharmacology



What Does UCAS Say…?
Pharmacy degrees (MPharm) are mandatory in order to become a pharmacist. As clinicians with a strong science foundation, they are 
experts in the use of medicines to provide care to patients. Pharmacists are key members of the healthcare team and work in many
different settings, including in:
● GP practice
● Community Pharmacy
● Military settings
● Urgent Care
● Care Homes
● Hospitals
● Prisons
● Mental Health organisations

Pharmacists provide many key services including:
● supporting patients to manage and optimise complex medication regimes
● promotion of the safe, effective, and appropriate use of medications
● administration of flu and COVID-19 vaccinations 
● providing treatment for minor ailments such as coughs and colds, in addition to managing long term conditions, eg diabetes

Pharmacology degrees are more research-focused, teaching you how to investigate chemical effects and create new remedies.

Toxicology degrees are similar to pharmacology, but instead focus on the toxic (rather than the healing) properties of venoms, poisons, 
and drugs.
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https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects/pharmacology-toxicology-and-pharmacy


Read! 



Click!

https://www.
bps.ac.uk/pu
blishing/blog
-(1)/blog

https://www.rpharms.com/
blog

https://www.eng
land.nhs.uk/blog
/?filter-
category=pharm
acy

https://www.bps.ac.uk/publishing/blog-(1)/blog
https://www.rpharms.com/blog
https://www.england.nhs.uk/blog/?filter-category=pharmacy


Visit!

Check out 
local 

universities for 
public 

pharmacology 
lectures!

https://wellc
omecollectio
n.org/pages/
Wuw19yIAAK

1Z3Smm

https://www.rpharms.com/about-
us/museum

https://wellcomecollection.org/pages/Wuw19yIAAK1Z3Smm
https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/museum


Watch! 

https://www.t
ed.com/talks?
sort=newest&
topics%5B%5

D=drugs

https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=-

z_W3yRA9I8

https://www.ted.com/talks?sort=newest&topics%5B%5D=drugs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-z_W3yRA9I8


Listen!

Podcast - Real Life PharmacologyReal Life 
Pharmacologyhttps://www.reallifepharmacology.com › 

podcast-2

https://podcas
ts.ox.ac.uk/key
words/pharma

cology

https://www.reallifepharmacology.com/podcast-2/
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/keywords/pharmacology


Compete! 

https://www.bpsa.
co.uk/competition

s

https://www.rsm.a
c.uk/prizes-and-
awards/prizes-
for-students/

https://www.bpsa.co.uk/competitions
https://www.rsm.ac.uk/prizes-and-awards/prizes-for-students/


Experience! https://www.theaccessproject.org.uk/ste
m-volunteers-needed

https://ph
armacists
upport.or
g/support

-our-
work/volu

nteer/

https://www.theaccessproject.org.uk/stem-volunteers-needed
https://pharmacistsupport.org/support-our-work/volunteer/


Keep a Super-Curricular Activities Record for 
Personal Statement and Interviews
● What did you do?

● What was interesting, significant and relevant? 

● How was your perception or view of the subject matter changed? 

● What did you agree or disagree with and why? 

● What further questions were  raised? 

● What could you do to explore these questions further? 

● What skills or understanding were developed?
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